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Parks and Recreation Advisory Board  
Meeting Minutes 
May 12, 2016 
 
Members Present:  Jackie Hilaire, Gary Feffer, Charles Castle, Mina Liebert, Ron Ilgen, Scot 
Hume, Jason Rupinski, Hank Scarangella 
Members Absent: Alex Johnson 
Alternates Present: N/A 
Alternates Absent:  N/A 
Staff Present:  Karen Palus, Chris Lieber, Kurt Schroeder, Kim King, Christi Mehew 
 

 
Called to Order   Jackie Hilaire brought the meeting to order at 7:32 a.m. 
 
Citizen Discussion 
Nancy Steffy and Jeff Norton (Pikes Peak Pickleball Association) Presented a check for $14,000 
for the upgrade of the Pickleball courts at Monument Valley Park. 
 
Karen Palus (Director of Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department) Thanked the 
Pikes Peak Pickleball Association for their time, talent and passion for the sport.  
  
Jim Lockhart (Pikes Peak Sierra Club) Distributed a flyer promoting the third annual Creek 
Week Cleanup from September 24th – October 2nd. 
 
Nora Hardin (Past Executive Director of the Pikes Peak Art Council) Asked Parks Staff to explore 
and investigate the water quality of the fountain at America the Beautiful Park.  Matt 
Mayberry gave Nora his business card as a Park contact person.  
    
Susan Davies (Trails and Open Space Coalition, Executive Director) The Trail Forum is tomorrow 
from 3:00 - 5:30 p.m. at the Penrose House.  The Governor will be a presenter along with Lise 
Aangeenbrug of Great Outdoors Colorado.   June 4th is National Trails Day which will include 
trail projects in Green Mountain Falls and Cheyenne Mountain State Park. 
 
Karen Fleming (Meadows Park Community Center) The Daddy Daughter Dance is on Saturday, 
May 14th.  She brought snacks and food for the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board members 
along with infused water and presented a gift of kitchen tools to Karen Palus.   
 
Approval of Minutes 
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 Scot Hume expressed concerns regarding the lack of information written about the 
opposition’s viewpoint on the Land Exchange with the Broadmoor action item. 

 The tape recording from the April Parks and Recreation Advisory Board meeting will be 
on the City’s website on the Land Exchange page. 

 Scot Hume would like the documents from the 1885 vote of the people for the 
Cheyenne property to be in the minutes. 

 Christi Mehew stated all emails; survey results and citizen comments are on the Parks 
and Recreation Advisory Board page along with every power point presentation and 
document that were distributed during Board meetings regarding the Land Exchange 
with the Broadmoor item. 

 
April minutes will not be approved until the June meeting.  Karen Palus will discuss Scot 
Hume’s concerns with Jackie Hilaire and Scot Hume after today’s meeting.   
 
Action Items 
1.  Cottonwood Disc Golf Revisions (Presented by David Deitemeyer-Design & Development Division, 
Park Planner) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included:  disc golf history, Cottonwood’s history, the existing layout, current concerns, 
project goals, redesign options, community feedback, the master plan process, next steps and 
recommendations. 

 The redesign goals include (1) improve pedestrian and player safety, (2) reduce conflicts with 
cross-play and close proximity holes, (3) improved course playability and flow, (4) reuse the 
existing structures on course, and (5) utilize the Professional Disc Golf Association’s 
recommendations, design goals and design elements.  

 The course will be closed while the changes are being done. 

 Parking will be considered on the west side of the course. 

 Volunteer clean up days will be scheduled. 

 Jim Coonradt (Cottonwood Disc Golf Club), Raymond Carr (Pikes Peak Flying Disc Club Chair) and 
Susan Davies (TOSC Executive Director) spoke in favor of the Cottonwood Disc Golf Revisions. 
 

Motion: Approve the proposed master plan amendment and redesign of Cottonwood Creek Disc Golf 
Course. 
1st – Charles Castle, 2nd – Hank Scarangella, Approved - Unanimous 
 

Presentations 
2.    Centennial Boulevard Extension and Sonderman Park (Presented by Aaron Egbert – City of 
Colorado Springs Senior Civil Engineer) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included:  background on the corridor; a project overview; the design; the project 
schedule; public information approach and a map. 

 A project map was distributed to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board members. 

 Community outreach has specifically included the Mesa neighborhood. 

 A ten foot trail to the left will attach to Sonderman Park. 

https://coloradosprings.gov/file/maypkbdcottonwooddiscgolfredesignparksboardpdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/file/maypkbdcentennialblvdextensionsondermanpkpdf
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 Jackie Hilaire requested to know when the public meetings are scheduled. 

 Scot Hume requested the beauty and character of the Park be preserved.   

 The Legacy Loop will connect east of Fontanero and continue west and will connect Sonderman 
Park to Downtown. 

 
3.    Envision Shooks Run Update (Presented by Aaron Egbert – City of Colorado Springs Senior Civil 
Engineer and Priscilla Marbaker – Tapis Associates) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
Presentation included:  the importance of Envision Shooks Run for Public Works; project goals; 
community concern about funding; community involvement; project team efforts; the opportunities for 
our City; recommended corridor theme; and the approval process 

 30-50 year plan 

 Shooks Run has been a part of the Great American Clean Up Campaign 

 There are homeless concerns in this area and the City is trying to address this challenge 

 This will be an action item in the Fall of 2016 and the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board will 
be asked to approve the Parks and Trails components of the Master Plan prior to going to City 
Council.   

                                                           
4.    Colorado Springs Convention & Visitors Bureau LART proposal (Presented by Doug Price – Colorado 
Springs Visitors Bureau, President & CEO) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included:  how funding works; LART’s adjustment for inflation over the years; funding 
scenarios and mechanisms; current budget vs. projected budget and CVB markets and outcomes. 

 Tourism is the third largest employer in Colorado Springs with 17,000 jobs. 

 2% tax on a hotel room and 1% tax on a rental car.  Two-thirds goes to the CVB and one-third 
goes to the City of Colorado Springs. 

 There was a 13% increase in 2015. 

 Colorado Springs LART tax is considerably lower than other cities. 

 75% of travelers to Colorado Springs are for leisure and 25% are for business. 

 Funds should be increased to keep Colorado Springs in line with other Cities that are growing. 

 They are refining the application process so that it relates to tourism. 
 

5.    Downtown Master Plan Process (Presented by Sarah Harris- Downtown Partnership, Director of 
Business Development and Economic Vitality) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation was a Downtown Tactical Plan Update which included:  a timeline; community 
feedback; online survey results; community workshop presentation topics; components of the draft 
plan; land use; parks, trails and waterways; mobility; transit; parking; urban design; public space 
transformative strategies; next steps and implementation.  The next steps will include identifying project 
priorities and financials, the design process and street improvements. 
                      ZAZAZAZAZAZAZAAAzazazazaaaaaaaaaaaaaZZzZZA 
6.    Recommendation to rename Palmer Park Grandview Overlook (Presented by Matt Mayberry – City 
of Colorado Springs Cultural Services Division Manager and Matthew Driftmier – Citizen) 
 

https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_envision_shooks_run-_parks_board_briefing_presentation_2016-05-12.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_cvb_presentation.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_downtown_partnership_051216.pdf
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Link to PowerPoint presentation 
   
The presentation included:  Mayor Robinson’s role in the creation of Palmer Park; his background; 
proposed changes and appropriate signage for the name change.  This will be an action item on the June 
9th meeting agenda. 

 
7.    2017 Budget Recommendations (Presented by Kelly Rajab – Recreation and Administration Division, 
Financial Analyst) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included:  revenue projections for 2017; the 2016 budget will serve as a base for the 
2017 budget and 2017 unfunded needs and key dates.  New software will be implemented to help 
streamline the budget process. 
 
8.    2017 CIP Recommendations (Presented by Chris Lieber – Design and Development Division Parks, 
Development Manager) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
Presentation included: 2017 budget process timeline; funding sources; informing the budget process; 
estimated 2017 revenue; CTF recommended projects; parkland dedication ordinance recommended 
projects; PPRTA recommended projects; City General Fund priority projects; TOPS Trails category 
recommended projects; TOPS Parks category recommended park projects and TOPS Open Space 
category recommended projects. 

 This will be an action item on the June 9th meeting agenda. 

 Meadows Park Community Center parking lot will be considered for repair based on a Board 
member request. 

 The General Fund does not have a set dollar amount.  The Parks department will present their 
projects along with other City departments and based on need, projects will be approved.   

 This list is the projects that are priority and ready to move forward.  The list was created by 
developing a criteria looking at last year’s list, safety, liability, available money, matching grants 
and if the project is in the master plan. 

 The Facilities Committee works with El Paso County and conducts assessments and reports are 
provided to the Parks Department as to the status of various projects.  These reports along with 
the Parks Department goals are combined to determine the priority projects.  In addition, ADA 
improvements are high priority as compliancy is essential.   

 
9.    2017 Fees & Charges (Presented by Kim King – Recreation and Administration Manager) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included:  the fees and charges process; areas proposed for 2017 changes; 
consideration of philosophies associated with pricing; strategies to determine how best to provide 
services effectively and efficiently and the scheduled timeline. 

 Five handouts were distributed to board members for review.  They included fees for the     
reserved areas, recreation areas, events/attractions and current rates vs. proposed rates. 

 Concerns about increases were expressed.  

 Scholarships are available for individuals who cannot afford the fees.  

https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_rename_palmer_pk_overlook.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_2017_budget_recommendationsprab_5-12-16.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_2017_preliminary_budget.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_2017_fees_and_charges_-_parks_board_presentation.pdf
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 Last significant increase was in 2010 and the philosophy is to receive a 50% return for some   
programs and 100% direct cost recovery for others. 

 The total change in revenue is an increase of approximately $32,000. 
 

10.  Donation Policy and Sponsorship (Presented by Tilah Larson, Grant Coordinator and Carly Kobasiar, 
Special Events Coordinator) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included donation and partnership opportunities.  Donations are placed in a gift trust 
and the City is currently working on its new website to accept donations online.   
 
Karen Palus stated the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department is going through an 
accreditation process which formalizes policies and procedures which includes donations and 
sponsorships. 
 
11.  Forestry Update (Presented by Jay Hein - Forestry Division, City Forester) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included: urban forestry accomplishments; urban forestry contracted services for tree 
removals and stump grinding; urban forestry resource issues; 2015 urban forestry insurance claims; 
forest management accomplishments; right-of-way accomplishments; insects and disease;  other 
program accomplishments along with projects for the 2016 season.  June 10th is the approximate date to 
spray for tussock moth and a 72 hour alert will be provided to citizens. 
  
12.  TOPS Policy and Procedure Manual Update Recommendations (Presented by Chris Lieber – Parks 
Development Manager) 

 This will be an action item on the June 9th meeting agenda. 

 1997 was when the manual was last amended. 

 Roles and responsibilities of the Committee were discussed and its function in relation to the 
Trails and Open Space Advisory Committee.  The TOPS Working Committee main focus is to 
make recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board. 

 New committee members will start in September after the budget process. 

 The time commitments and meeting dates/times were updated. 

 Information about the Park Master Plan was added. 
 
13.  Tutt Sports Complex – Utility Easement (Presented by Chris Lieber – Parks Development Manager) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 
The presentation included a project summary and considerations for the proposed utility corridor at the Tutt 
Sports Complex site.   

 The Colorado Springs Utilities and Davis Company are requesting a public utility corridor across City-
owned Park property.  The corridor will improve access to public utilities for the future along with 
reducing future utility development costs.  

  The alignment minimizes the impact for future park development. 
 

Staff Reports 
14.  Monument Valley Park Pickleball Courts (Presented by Chris Lieber – Parks Development Manager) 

https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_donations.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_forestry_annual_report_5-2016.pdf
https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_tutt_sports_complex_utility_corridor.pdf
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 Soil conditions were a concern which was discovered during the bidding process due to the 
expansive clay material.  The recommendation is to over-dig 3 feet and as a result the bidding 
quotes came in significantly higher than expected.   

 The Pikes Peak Pickleball Association is applying for a grant through El Pomar.  

 The Pikes Peak Pickleball Association will donate $15,000 from their Fall Tournament proceeds. 

 An anonymous donor has donated the remaining funds so the project can move forward.  
 
15.  2D Project Update (Presented by Sarah Bryarly – Design and Development Division, Landscape 
Architect) 
 
Link to PowerPoint presentation 
 

 There is over 32.4 miles of identified trail maintenance needs.  Maintenance improvements 
include safety improvements, neighborhood connections, wayfinding and signage. 

 In November 2015, the citizens of Colorado Springs voted to allow the City to retain the excess 
funds and put that money towards repairs and renovations to 8 major trails within our 
community.   

 The trails include Skyline Trail: Yellowwood Dr. to Research Blvd., Sinton Trail: Mark Dabling 
Street to Ellston Street, Pikes Peak Greenway Trail: Mark Dabling (south of the Goose Gossage 
Sports Complex) to Tremont Street, Sand Creek Trail: Airport Road to Hancock Expressway, 
Palmer Mesa Trail: Blair Bridge to Garden of the Gods and Stately View to Holmes Middle 
School, Rock Island Trail: Chelton Road to Academy Blvd and Academy Blvd to Powers Blvd, 
Homestead Trail: North Carefree to South Carefree, Shooks Run Trail: Jackson Street to East 
Jefferson Street and Fontanero Street to Wahsatch Avenue. 

 Skyline Trail – to be completed in the next 30 days 

 Sinton Trail – construction to take place late summer/early fall 

 Pikes Peak Greenway Trail – anticipated completion date of June 22nd 

 Sand Creek Trail – work will begin the first part of June 

 Palmer Mesa Trail – work will begin the middle of June 

 Rock Island Trail – work will begin mid to late summer 

 Homestead Trail – work will begin late summer/early fall 

 Shooks Run Trail – work will begin late summer/early fall 
 

16.  Colorado Natural Areas Program Designation at Corral Bluffs Update (Presented by Chris Lieber –
Parks Development Manager) 

 Tuesday, May 17th the County Commissioners meeting will include a public hearing for the designation 
of Corral Bluffs as a Colorado Natural Areas Program.   

 Chris Lieber thanked Jackie Hilaire for her dedication to this project. 
                        
17.  Annual Report (Presented by Karen Palus – Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Director) 

 The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department annual report was distributed. 

 Karen Palus recognized Jody Krisko, Tilah Larson and Kelly Rajab for their excellent work on the  
       Report.     

 
Board Business 
Karen Palus 

 Announced the Trust for Public Land will be having a Sustainable Funding meeting tomorrow at 
9:00 a.m. with community stakeholders at the Gill Foundation. 

https://coloradosprings.gov/sites/default/files/may_pk_bd_2d_parks_board_update_05-2016.pdf
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 City Council would like to have a joint meeting with the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board.  
Possible dates are August 1, August 2nd and August 15th . 

 Jackie Hilaire and Gary Feffer have been asked to review and edit the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board by-laws.  New board members will be considered to start in September in 
conjunction with new TOPS Working Committee members. 

 Hank Scarangella has been elected as the new president of the Friends of Garden of the Gods.   
 
18.  Recommendations for 2nd term reappointments to the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board-  
        Gary Feffer, Mina Liebert, Hank Scarangella  

 The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board recommended Gary Feffer, Mina Liebert and Hank 
Scarangella to be reappointed for a second term.  Christi Mehew will draft a letter of 
recommendation to City Council on behalf of Jackie Hilaire and the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board.   

 Karen Palus stated that City Council will be interviewing the board members that are up for 
reappointment.   

 
19.  Recruit and Secure one Board Member position and two Alternate Board positions 

 Bob Lally will no longer be able to serve as an alternate due to current and future commitments. 

 Positions will be posted by the City Council Administration office and applications and resumes 
will be accepted.  Individuals can apply through the City’s website or directly by mailing their 
information to the City Council Administration office.  Current Park Board members that are 
being considered for reappointment can choose to keep their current information on file or 
update it for their interview.   

 
20.  TOPS Citizen Advisory Board liaison position discussion 

 Charles Castle and Ron Ilgen expressed interest in this position.  This appointment will be voted 
on at the June 9th meeting.  

  
Charles Castle – Inquired about the City Auditorium restrooms.  Kim King stated they should be 
completed in mid-June.  They have a goal to hire one new staff members prior to the City Auditorium 
Manager going on medical leave.   
 
Hank Scarangella – Councilman Knight suggested that there be a joint meeting between City Council and 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board four times a year to increase education and interaction.  Camp 
Creek mitigation project will start this year with three phases.  The first phase is funded, however, the 
second and third phase currently are not funded.  
 
Jackie Hilaire – The City of Colorado Springs will host the 1st Friday Art Walk.  Please attend and support 
the designation of Corral Bluffs as a Natural Areas Designation this Tuesday at 9:00 a.m. at Centennial 
Hall.   
 
Mina Liebert – LART is currently accepting applications and they will start reviewing them next month.  
Deerfield is under construction.   
 
Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn at 1:46 p.m. 1st- Charles Castle, 2nd – Hank Scarangella, Approved – Unanimous 
The Parks and Recreation Advisory Board entered a closed executive session pertaining to a land matter. 














































